
 

 

Minutes of the 20th Annual General Meeting of the Vienna International Sailing Club 

held in the Staff Activities Area, F1001, Vienna International Centre 

on Thursday 22nd February 2018. 

The meeting was opened by the Commodore at 18:18. Forty-three members and one guest were 

present. 

The Commodore greeted the participants. The meeting was started with a Mentimeter poll: the first 

question was “How was the sailing season for you?” and the second “How many times did you sail 

last year”. The second question elicited that three present had not sailed at all and it was agreed 

that this needed to be changed. This was followed by a presentation outlining the following meeting. 

1. Adoption of the draft agenda 

The draft agenda was presented for approval. Adoption was proposed by Guergana Broelz and 

seconded by David Berry.  

2. Adoption of the minutes of the last Annual General Meeting 

There being no minutes from last year’s AGM the second item was struck from the Agenda. 

3. Reports of Club Officers 

a. Commodore (Joep Winkels) 

The commodore reviewed the success of 2017, particularly the great popularity of the Dart donated 

to the club by Helen Pitt. This has been kept in Podersdorf but will be moved to Rust and 

reassembled in time for the new season, starting in April. 

b. Programme (John Plumb, in absentia) 

A total of five regattas were held by the club during the year with 83 participants. The particular 

highlights were the Bart’s Bash in conjunction with Boats2Sail and the Burgenländishe Yacht Klub, 

which attracted entries from eight clubs and fielded one of the largest fleets in this worldwide event 

and raised the fifth highest amount, and the Adriatic Week, with 51 participants. Balasz Sonnenwend 

presented the very successful visit to Lake Balaton and Joep also mentioned the Barcolana, with 

2100 boats, and the Steak Trophy. 

c. Training (Antje Reepmeyer, in absentia) 

The BFABinnen course was held twice with a total of 15 participants and a highly recommended 

Survival at Seas course was also held. The proposed Radio course did not materialize due to a lack of 

interest. 

d. Quartermaster (Joep Winkels) 

Joep presented the financial statement as at the end of August 2017. He noted that the statement 

gave a misleading picture of the club finances as the reporting date falls in the middle of collecting 

payments for the Adriatic week and before many costs had been covered. He therefore also gave the 

current balance of €7,309.33. 

e. Commodore (Joep Winkels) 

Joep presented his report for the year. A great year was helped by great partners, Hofbauer, 

Boats2Sail, Tobias, Balasz, Melanie and others. He thanked the 2017 committee for their work. He 



 

 

also introduced the new web site. This replaces the old site and all the material from the old site will 

be move to the new site shortly, together with the domain name. 

Finally he thanked Andrew Parker, who is stepping down from the committee after five years, and 

proposed him for honorary membership. The proposal was passed by acclamation. 

4. Election of officers 

The new committee was elected as follows: 

Commodore Peter McNeill 

Vice Commodore Rebecca Adeline 

Quartermaster Christophe Xerri 

Log-keeper Joep Winkels 

Rear-Commodore Programme John Plumb 

Rear-Commodore Training Anna Tsitsina 

Member-at-Large Frank Honan 

Member-at-Large John Brooks 

 As there was only one candidate for each post the officers were each elected unopposed. 

5. Election of Auditors 

The Auditors were re-elected for a further year. 

Auditor John Kinney 

Auditor Emil Farkas 

 

6. Programme 2018 

The programme for 2018 is posted on the new website. 

7. Mini Transat 2019 

Club member Eugen Vişan has set himself the target of competing in the Mini Transat single-handed 

cross Atlantic race in 6.5 m boats next year. He gave a short presentation on his preparation 

requirements and his search for sponsors.  

8. Presentations 

Short presentations were made by representatives from Hofbauer and Boats2Sail. 

Anna Hempl presented the programme on behalf of Hofbauer. In addition to the training for the 

BFABinnen provided in English for the club, they also offer opportunities for sailing in other 

locations, such as the Hofbauer Cup. In the summer they run courses for children on weekdays from 

age 6. Hofbauer will be present at the Tulln Boat Show and offered discount vouchers to club 

members. 

Paul Derstroff presented Boats2Sails programme for 2018. They are offering various lectures in 

English and the opportunity to participate in several regattas on Neusiedlersee. He suggested 

preparing a team to participate in the Regionalliga Ost regattas in July and September. Boats2Sail 

would also like to join the club again to host the Bart’s Bash. 



 

 

9. Any other business 

The new Commodore, Peter McNeill, thanked the outgoing Commodore and Vice Commodore for 

their work for the club. He reminded the members of the WhatsApp groups and looked forward to 

seeing many members at the Thursday races starting in April. 

The meeting was closed at 19:33. 


